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From the Director

As we begin a new year and a new admin-
istration here in Washington, [ want to com-
mend each of you for the work you have
done for peace in 1988. You and your fellow
volunteers (6,000 of you today from a nation
of 250 million and a world of 5.3 billion—
there were 15,000 involved in peace
through development in 1967 when our na-
tion’s population was 190 million and the
world 3.5 billion) are promoting world
peace and global understanding in 65 coun-
tries. I want you to know that President-
elect and Mrs. Bush are very familiar with
the work you are doing. They have visited
volunteers in over 30 countries, and Mrs.
Bush has often called families of those she
met upon her return home.

Your work was the focus of considerable
television and newspaper coverage across
the country in late November. The occasion
was the 25th anniversary of the death of
President Kennedy. The Peace Corps was
heralded as a living legacy of the presi-
dent’s. In one activity, nearly 500 former
volunteers gathered in the Rotunda of the
U.S. Capitol where Kennedy’s body lay in
state in 1963 for a 24-hour vigil. Organized
by the National Council of Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers, they read from their jour-
nals and letters home, and reflected on what
the Peace Corps had meant to them.

John Coyne, a New Yorker who had
served in Ethiopia, was one of many who

Palau Volunteer
Lost At Sea

Peace Corps is saddened to report that
PCV Andrew Edward Karrer, who was
posted in the Pacific Island nation of Palau,
was lost at sea on November 12.

PCV Karrer lost his life when a boat in
which he was riding capsized during a
storm. He had been to the main island of
Koror and was near the end of a seven-hour
return trip to Kayangel when the storm hit.
It is believed he was knocked unconscious
when the boat capsized. (He was a certified
scuba diver and life-saving instructor.) His
two companions managed to swim to safety.

An English teacher in the islands, Karrer
was a graduate of Kenyon College. He was a
native of Worthington, Ohio.

In 1985, Karrer had written his family a
moving letter which included his wishes in
the event of his death. “I want the people
who feel that they loved me to get together—
talk about the past if you wish, please don’t
talk about my death, it’s all a part of life.

“I know that some of you will feel sad, but
don’t feel sad because I'm dead but instead
feel good about what my life was and how
good and sweet it was to be with those I've
loved.”
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commented on how the Peace Corps had
changed his life. “Some of the bridges we
built did not stand,” he said. “A few of the
schools where we taught are now closed,
and many of the people we organized did
not stay together. ..but the Peace Corps
took us out of America, cut us loose from
these shores and taught us how to be citi-
zens of the world. Because of the Peace
Corps, all of us are forever changed.

On behalf of all of you presently serving
in the Peace Corps, I also spoke in the Ro-
tunda toward the end of the 24-hour period.
My message was in the form of a letter to
John F. Kennedy, whose presence you
couldn’t help but feel during this momen-
tous occasion. Let me share some of what [
said:

“We thank you John Kennedy, here
today . . . for issuing the challenge to a
young America that has transformed gener-
ations . . . a Peace Corps, a body of peace-
makers, a corps de la paix, acuerpode paz,a
body of people working for peace. Thank
you for reaching out to nations around the
world in which most of the people on earth
live. Letting at least some Americans serve.
You've heard your stars speaking to you
these last 24 hours, how enriched they’ve
been by their Peace Corps experience . . .
the realities of an interdependent world.
They are leading the way in challenging
America in how to build the true partner-
ships for peace that will allow our nation to
ever more be a true leader for peace on this
our fragile planet that is our home. We re-
dedicate ourselves here today in your mem-
ory to move our world down the road to
peace. We know the way, we accept your
continuing challenge. We, your living leg-
acy, thank you, President Kennedy.”

I participated in another activity at the
Kennedy Library in Boston where a new
archive has been created for the journals of
members of the Peace Corps. It is partic-
ularly fitting, I think, to have the archive
located in the library of our founder and to
have your experiences included in Amer-
ica’s history. In addition to journals, the
archive will house an ever-growing collec-
tion of manuscripts, photos, tapes, books
and diaries.

Ihope each of you is keeping a journal. It’s
important. I reminded the Volunteers I vis-
ited in Africa to keep theirs and told them
about the wonderful programs and articles
about the Peace Corps which have just
aired. I visited volunteers in Swaziland,
Kenya, Equatorial Guinea and the Comoros
Islands and swore in the first group of vol-
unteers for Equatorial Guinea. It is one of
five new country entries we have had dur-
ing 1988. We have also started programs in
the Comoros, Cape Verde, and Guinea Bis-
sau and returned to Pakistan after an ab-
sence of 21 years.

And I'm happy to report, we are much
closer to beginning a new program in the

People’s Republic of China. What a chal-
lenge and opportunity that presents. Imag-
ine Peace Corps Volunteers working in
China, a nation of one billion people! Do
you know that former volunteers assigned
to our Embassy in Beijing have worked as
liaison to Chinese officials in preparing to
invite the Peace Corps into the country? By
the end of next summer, we hope to have 20
volunteers teaching English at five different
sites.

Happy New Year to each of you, and my
best wishes for continued success in your
important work.

Loret Miller Ruppe
Peace Corps Director
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