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Volunteers
Join Project

Of UN Unit

The first Volunteers assigned to
work with an agency of the United
Nations began their assipnment in
September on an irrigation and flood-
control program carried out by the
Pakistani government with the assist-
ance of the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization.

Fourteen Volunteers will work
with farmers mnear Kushtia, East
Pakistan, to help them adopt irriga-
tion farming using water pumped
from the Ganges River.

Historically these farmers have
been able to grow each year only cone
crop of rice from the monsoon sum-
mer rains, but that one crop was often
affticted by severe fluctuations in the
amount and timing of the water
brought by the monsoon.

Two, Three Crops

In the temperate but dry winter,
irrigation water will permit the
farmers to grow two and perhaps
three crops per year, and in the sum-
mer will guard against monsoon flue-
tuations.

Trrigation will enable the farmers
to double and perhaps tnp]e their in-
come, since it will help them to get
out, of debt to the rural money.
lenders, with whom, they are usually
“one crop behind” in payments, and
who extract up to 309 of the
farmers’ income in interest.

The assignment of Velunteers to &
UN project has suffered long delays.
In response to the Peace Corps’ re-
quest to assign Volunteers to UN
agencies ag one way in which Volun-

(Continued on page 18)

Colombia

A special section on communi-
ty-development work in Colom-
hia begins on page 8.
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Peace Corps Trainees.Work,
Study in New York Slums

Slum neighborhoods of New York
City are the testing ground for a new
concept in training Peace Corps
Volunteers to work in community
development in Latin America. Dur-
ing October, 90 trainees for Colombia
served on a field-work program in
Manhattan’s lower East Side and in
the East Harlem and Chelsea districts.

Organized by the New York School

LANGUAGE LESSON drew smiles when Peace Corps Director Sargent Shriver
accompanied Volunteers newly arrived in Sarawok to a village near Kuching
where the Americans tried out their Bahasa Malay and found they could be
understood. Sitting on the steps is Volunteer June Jensby (See story of
Shriver trip on poge 6.) .

1

of Social Work of Columbia Univer-
sity, the training program provides
for seven hours a day of community
work with New York City welfare
agencies, in addition to classes in so-
cial work and in Spanish.

This phase of training for the
Colombia project followed eight wecks
of training at the University of New

(Continued on page 8)
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