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KENNEDY IN  COLOMBIA 
Twenty Peace Corps Volunteers and their Colombian 

co-workers greeted President Kennedy at Techo, near 
Bogota, Colombia on December 17. The President came 
to Techo during a four-day visit to Puerto Rico, Colombia 
and Venezuela. 

The Volunteers and Promotores-Colombian com- 
munity action co-workers-attended a ceremony in which 
President Kennedy and Colombia's President Lleras 
Camargo dedicated a housing project and the first 
Colombian school to receive help from the Agency 
for International Development. 

After the official program, Pres~dent Kennedy met 
both the volunteers and the Promotores. Volunteer 

-Stephen Murray gave Mr. Kennedy a message of welcome 
from the people of a small v~llage in the distant Colom- 
bian state of Nar~no. 

Although the President had met the Colombian volun- 

teers at the White House before their de~ar ture  last Rayna a n d  Blaine Larson-Crowther observe a dern- 
onitration science class during training a t  10s September, the meeting in Techo marked the first time 
Banes, Philippines. 

he had seen a group on the job overseas. P A O Z O :  n ~ a , , ; ~  ~ u r w i r r ,  PIIIM corpr voiunrrrr 

Why the Peace Corps? 
The followir~g article war ruritterr by Peter DeSinror~e, 

Tarrgar1yika, in rerpor~re to a reqrrest by the Bridgeport 
(Con~r.)  Porf 6 Telegram. 

There are probably two questions which have been 
asked of us most frequently both here and in the States 
(though with considerably more vehemence in the 
States). They are: "What are you doing in Tanga- 
nyika?"-and-"Why did you join the Peace Corps?" 

To the first question the answer is relatively simple. 
In order for new capital to be attracted into Tanganyika, 
there must be a reliable system of roads on which to 
transport goods. For the present agricultural economy 
to fulfill its potential, new roads must be opened be- 
tween farms and markets. 

However, the government is faced with a lack of 
technical personnel at the lower level. Recognizing this 
shodage, they have invited thirty-five of us, civil engi- 

neers, surveyors, and geologists, to assist in their de- 
velopment. Our qualifications were thoroughly examined 
by them and found to be more than adequate. They 
therefore accepted the Peace Corps enthusiastically. They 
were not looking for experts among us, nor were any 
found. They were looking for people to do a job, and 
that they did find. 

As to why we joined the Peace Corps, the question 
will find as many answers as there are people. But 
there are a few that seem to inspire a consensus of 
opinion. 

There is a real sensr: of frustration which has arisen 
in our country since the Korean War. With each endless 
series of crises domestically and internationally, this 
frustration has grown. I t  has finally galled our national 
conscience to the extent that we are committing ourselves 
actively to service to our country. 

(Cor~lit~rted orr page 5 )  
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